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OUTCOME  
The use of a Response Management Plan for the Invasive Lionfish, commissioned by VI-EPSCoR, has 
been instrumental in effectively bringing the severity of this crisis to the attention of Virgin Islands 
Legislature, resulting in the consideration of Bill No. 29-0103: An Act to amend title 7 Chapter 13 of the 
Virgin Islands Code to create the Virgin Islands Lionfish Management Initiative. 
IMPACT/BENEFITS  
Bill No. 29-0103 will authorize the Department of Agriculture to implement the Virgin Islands Lionfish 
management Initiative, charging the Department with the responsibility “….to eradicate and/or limit the 
proliferation of lionfish in the waters of the US Virgin Islands (USVI) and nearby fishing areas.”  The bill 
also makes provision for a credit system which both acknowledges and provides for the compensation of 
fishermen who participate in the Lionfish Management Initiative. 
EXPLANATION   
An exotic fish species—the Indo-Pacific Lionfish—is rapidly invading the western Atlantic and Caribbean 
Sea. It is a voracious predator and has the potential to reduce native fish populations, adversely affecting 
local fisheries and ecosystems. It was first detected in St. Croix, USVI in 2009. The potential threat posed 
by lionfish to the coral reefs of the Virgin Islands, created great concern amongst a variety of 
stakeholders. In September and October 2009, VI-EPSCoR supported the convening of the stakeholders 
to discuss the issue, and to collectively develop a strategy to address the threat. The meeting included 
representatives from the Department of Planning and Natural Resources Divisions of Fish and Wildlife 
(DFW) and Coastal Zone Management (CZM) and the St. Croix and St. John National Park Service), non-
profit organizations (The Nature Conservancy (TNC), the St. Croix Environmental Association (SEA) and 
Reef Environmental Education Foundation (REEF), and the University of the Virgin Islands (UVI). The 
group called for the collaborative development of a Response Management Plan that would establish 
goals and objectives agreed upon by the various stakeholders in the Territory, for dealing with the 
Lionfish invasion.  
VI-EPSCoR hired a local fisheries scientist to chair a series of stakeholder meetings and produce the 
management plan, based on the stakeholder deliberations. The management plan also provided a 
framework to coordinate outreach and response activities, and served as a critical information source for 
senators and other senior decision makers, as well as local businesses, and the community as a whole.  
 

 
The Invasive Indo-Pacific Lionfish is a voracious feeder,  

ravishing the coral reefs of the Virgin Islands 
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